
 
Important Senior Things!     11-30-20 
Hi 2021! 

The seasons are changing which means it's time for our "how do I graduate" and 
"what are you doing next year?" check in/information dump! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below is how to graduate and a bunch of the popular options for when you graduate 

and some information about how to pursue them. Check it out!  
 
Also, just a reminder that you can ask me questions anytime.  
Here's some contact info: Google Voice: 541.809.1659 (text and call) 
You can book a meeting with me here 
 
What day is graduation?  
June 11, 2021 
 
What do I wear for graduation?  
CAPS, GOWNS, AND GRADUATION SWAG:  
Jostens Tri-Cities 
PO Box 5748 
Kennewick, WA 99336 
(509) 586-1621 
Online: Jostens.com, tricitiesgraduation.com 
 
HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND PLAN 
Make sure you have updated your high school and beyond plan - you can do it 
here: https://myschooldata.wsipc.org/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f 
You will get a 1/2 credit! 
 
GETTING A BANK ACCOUNT (and other adulting things) 
State ID Cards: It is essential that you have a state ID or Driver's License before you graduate... it gives you 
so many opportunities, including getting a bank account! Here's all the information you 
need: https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/search?q=state%20ID  Please note that with the DOL closed here, it 
takes a long time to get a card and you'll need to go to Kennewick or Clarkston if it's your first time, so please 
get going on that now. 
 
Bank Accounts: If you want to have a job, you really want to have a bank account. Many business only pay 
with direct deposit (put money directly into your bank account) and if you don't have an account, they'll give 
you a debit card that costs a ton every time you use it to get your money. In short, get a bank account.  
Most banks have high school options that have little to no money required to get the account. Here are two 
options of many: 
 
 
 

http://kcurles.youcanbook.me/
http://tricitiesgraduation.com/
https://myschooldata.wsipc.org/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/search?q=state%20ID


 
 
GESA: 
A Student Checking account makes managing money easy. With no monthly service charges, it’s the perfect 
choice for budget-minded students. Our Student Checking account is open to members 14-18 years old. 

Student-friendly features: 
• FREE Debit Card 
• FREE Xpress Online 
• FREE Bill Payer  
• Unlimited Xpress ATM transactions 
• First 4 non-Gesa ATM transactions FREE each month 
• No minimum balance requirement 
Contact us at 888.946.4372 for more information, and to open a Student Checking account today. 
 
Baker Boyer Bank:  
eSolutions (Online Banking and eStatements Required) 
Opening Balance: $100 
Service Charge: No monthly service charge. After 3, 50-cents per check. $6 monthly service fee for paper 
statements* 
Other Account Fees: No Baker Boyer-imposed fee for debit card & ATM transactions. 
Get it started at 509.525.2000 - you will need parent permission 

If you don't have a social security number, you can still get a bank account at many places. I'll help you 
navigate - just let me know! 
 
IDEAS FOR CAREER/LIFE PATHS:  
Here are 2 quizzes that can give you some ideas for life paths and careers that may interest you. I'm happy to 
talk the results over with you too: 
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip   
https://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test  (gives you more words for being able to describe yourself) 
  
STARTING A JOB: 
In order to get a job, most companies require a resume.  A sample resume is here.  
Also, just a reminder that we have job resources and so much more on the Class of 2021 Google 
Classroom!  (WWO - if you don't have access, let me know and I'll add you!) 
 
 
 
MILITARY:  
To enter the military, you need to contact a recruiter for the branch or branches you're interested in. I have the contact 
information for all the recruiters for all branches. Email me if you want to get in touch with them. 
 
A key part of enlisting in the military is taking the ASVAB. They have begun doing them virtually, so please contact the 
person below to take it if you're at all interested in enlisting. Also, 
SEAN D. OTOUPALIK, GS-07, USMEPCOM 
Student ASVAB Test Coordinator for Eastern WA & Northern ID region 
Spokane MEPS 
sean.d.otoupalik.civ@mail.mil 
(509) 867-5046 
 
 
 

tel:+18889464372
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
https://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sUBnJP0sJkkrRxkNHQEZjGaqrOmW-qCe_dcKck2OGXQ/edit
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/w/MTM5MDQ0NjA5OTEz/t/all
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/w/MTM5MDQ0NjA5OTEz/t/all
mailto:sean.d.otoupalik.civ@mail.mil


 
 
APPLYING FOR COLLEGE: NOW IS THE TIME :)  
I really recommend that everyone apply to multiple colleges, regardless of your plans. You'll want them to be a 
variety of types of schools so you have options. I recommend: 
2 Community Colleges (WWCC, CBC, Spokane) 
2-3 State Colleges (EWU, CWU, WSU, etc) 
2-6 Private Colleges (PLU, Linfield, Pacific, Whitman, etc) 
 
To apply, search the name of the school you're interested in and press "admissions" "apply" or "new student" - 
whichever you see on the main page and start the process.  
 
I am here to help you with this. Email me questions! 
 
PAYING FOR COLLEGE: 
To pay for college, you'll need to fill out your FAFSA or your WASFA.  I have information about this 
at wahi.link/finaid 
 
WWCC is offering help sessions to fill out these papers (and you don't have to go to WWCC to get their 
help).  You can get help on the following days: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays - Dec 1st-17th at 3:30-4:30 PM 
  
        Dec 1, 2020 03:30 PM 
        Dec 3, 2020 03:30 PM 
        Dec 8, 2020 03:30 PM 
        Dec 10, 2020 03:30 PM 
        Dec 15, 2020 03:30 PM 
        Dec 17, 2020 03:30 PM 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83764715711 
Meeting ID: 837 6471 5711 
If that doesn't work for you, let me know and I can help too! 

 

FAFSA/WASFA opens the doors for both federal and state aid. Here's information about state aid given through 
the  Washington College Grant: 

The new Washington College Grant (WCG) gives more money to more students for more kinds of education after high school. 
Whatever you want to do next—from welding to nursing, from English to computer science—WCG can help you pay for college and 
training. 

Washington College Grant can help you access many types of education and training: 

• Public and private colleges and universities 

• Workforce and training programs 

• Approved apprenticeship programs 

WCG is not reserved for valedictorians or athletes. If you meet the eligibility requirements, you have money waiting for you. An 
eligible student from a family of four making up to around $97,000 per year can receive some money for their education. 

Amounts vary based on income, family size, and the school or program attended. Students and families can use the financial aid 
calculator to estimate their potential WCG award, but the only way to know for sure whether you qualify is to apply for financial aid. 
Applications for the 2021-22 academic year are now open. 

Washington College Grant makes education and training beyond high school affordable. Learn more at wsac.wa.gov/WCG. 

 
 
 

http://wahi.link/finaid
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83764715711
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTkuMzA3NzQ5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dzYWMud2EuZ292L3djZz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.KgxeBfD6ZX3cBuVfhK0-7j1VfjnDNh785X7_bRcxTKY/s/1085679244/br/90114364779-l
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SCHOLARSHIPS:  
After applying to college and financial aid papers, this is your next step!  
 
Here is some information about scholarships:  
Our list: bit.ly/wahilist (it's overwhelming and if you reach out, I'll help narrow it down) 
 
State options: washboard.org 
 
National list: https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/college-scholarships-you-should-apply-for-in-
2021?utm_source=solo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20201117_EDU  
 
Some great new state scholarships to be aware of that start tomorrow!  
Washington State scholarship applications will open December 1, 2020 and close on January 31, 2021.  
  
Here’s a quick list of opportunities available (and links) for the 2020-21 application cycle: 

Ø     Leadership 1000 – limited eligibility (for families with financial need) 

Ø     Governors’ Sch. for Foster Youth – statewide eligibility (for foster students) 

Ø     Sunshine Brooks – nationwide eligibility 

Ø  Martin Luther King Jr. – WA state residents attending any institution nationwide 

 The links to the actual applications will go live at 12:01am on 12/1/2020 in the “Application” section of each 
opportunity. 
     
 

 
WSOS applications are opening soon! 

 
 
Supporting Washington students’ futures is an investment in the health of our own. WSOS is uniquely poised to create 
opportunities for those who have historically been left out navigate pandemic-related obstacles and go on to advance their 
education. 
 
We can't do it alone. We need partners like you to help us reach eligible students across the state to ensure they submit a great 
WSOS application. Visit our partners webpage to access resources available to you! 

 
Reach out with questions! 
Katharine 
Katharine Curles 
Wa-Hi/SEATech Career & College Center  

http://bit.ly/wahilist
http://washboard.org/
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/college-scholarships-you-should-apply-for-in-2021?utm_source=solo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20201117_EDU
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/college-scholarships-you-should-apply-for-in-2021?utm_source=solo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20201117_EDU
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/scholarship/leadership-1000-scholarship/
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/scholarship/governors-scholarship-for-foster-youth/
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/scholarship/sunshine-brooks-scholarship/
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/scholarship/martin-luther-king-jr-scholarship/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Akm7TdRvuyotQeO8Ov9hITkn4k3v7MSWxvLQIL78dsXIO6_bUW6w5uYw1a9DwALxkGWb0JGZEamkyXEpBaDyW_a0RXSp5drLsYCB4MCwGmcg1ku-GsDDgnpP9u6yA-nXxBYn5LDz62OfZ5GUxCBnBVc77dBG2OglL31oZoEy1vp_GpDez-uVMfc7agZtDf2k&c=YHJrbwDXKqAqWDL7tgm7IwFyJ3X48rWugnyrkrFzq_REd62lBAcjDw==&ch=I4c_IJaGzyiAhQnW-aMGw0j7PfXw7VCH4zAm8YXbM_zpvzZx16vdkw==
https://sites.google.com/wwps.org/beyondwahi/home


 
kcurles@wwps.org  
Text: 541.809.1659 
Call: 509.526.8680 
You can book a meeting with me here 
I respond to the pronouns she/her/hers 
 
Be in touch with the Career Center by: 
Instagram (@BeyondWaHi) 
Twitter (@BeyondWaHi) 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BeyondWaHi/     
Remind (SENIORS: text @wahi2021 to 81010, JUNIORS: text @wahi2022 to 81010, SOPHOMORES: 
text @wahi2023 to 81010, FRESHMEN text @wahi2024 to 81010) 
 

mailto:kcurles@wwps.org
http://kcurles.youcanbook.me/
https://www.facebook.com/BeyondWaHi/

