
LET’S GET READY FOR COLLEGE!  
Junior Summer Prep 

 

Things to do NOW that will make senior year better:  
● Create a list of any and all T-2-4/Military options that interest you 

○ This can be really varied. For example, you may want to enlist in the coast 
guard, join Air Force ROTC at UW, study Culinary at WWCC, and study 
psychology at a liberal arts college 

● Visit your T-2-4 options in person (if feasible) or online 
● If you don’t have one already, make an email account for professional/adult 

things 
○ DO: Use at least one of your names in the email address and make sure that it 

is an email address you can easily say/spell over the phone 
○ DON’T: Use the name of a crush in the email address 

(ilovealex2002@gmail.com) or any other traits that will make you regret your 
account when you’re older.  

● Find an organizational system that works for you 
○ Where do you keep your passwords? How do you mark your progress? 

■ Options: spreadsheets, google drive folders for each option, etc  
● Check out scholarships 

○ Make sure you’re working on or almost done with your community service 
hours 

● Brainstorm and ask 2-3 people who could write you letters of recommendation!  
○ Email them a personal data form 

● Work so you can save for your future (Open a savings account if you don’t have one) 
● Locate your social security number (if you have one) 
● If you’re on Free and/or Reduced Lunch, reach out to your counselor for a fee waiver 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Scholarships are probably the most nebulous part of senior year.  There are some high stakes 
scholarships that come out during the summer and fall, local scholarships tend to come out in 
the winter, and there are national scholarships all year long. The most important thing with 
scholarships is to assess what you’re able to do and do it as well as you can (making sure you 
follow all the steps and guidelines. I try to spread scholarships as I hear about them, but I’m 
sure to miss them so you’re always encouraged to google and look into more.  
 
Summer Priorities: 
Make accounts for Washboard and College Board Opportunity 
Check out bit.ly/wwscholarships to see what pertains to you  
Find other scholarship sites - look up traits that make you unique (scholars app, Unigo etc) 
Horatio Algers (opens aug 1) - For low income students 
Create your Hispanic Scholarship Fund account (or similar ethnicity accounts) if applicable 
OPENS OCTOBER 1: Dell Scholars Grant - $20,000 Grant 
You can also look up scholarships on the wizards on this site: https://readysetgrad.wa.gov/college/scholarships 
  

 

mailto:ilovealex2002@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DEy_cWPk7Yzov9gf9CqCbl2A37smabETlgdEO3UjuMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://washboard.wsac.wa.gov/login.aspx
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NBQ2UOjxeH7jHEHDJDwrWDeghaSBADE1LPbLjFK2tHE/edit#gid=0
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships/about-our-scholarship-programs/state-scholarships/
https://www.hsf.net/sign-up
https://www.dellscholars.org/
https://readysetgrad.wa.gov/college/scholarships
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Applications:  
There are 3 major ways that colleges do applications: Common Application, Coalition, and 
individual school applications. Before you start, make sure you know what type of application 
your school of choice uses. Not everyone needs to do each of these, so be strategic about your 
choices!  Also, this summer is an excellent time to begin working on your essays.  
 
1) Common Application: https://www.commonapp.org/  Used by Whitman, Whitworth, 
PLU, Linfield, etc  
Essay Prompts - Choose one (it’s often good to try out a few of them to see what’s best for you) 
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent so meaningful they believe their 
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, please share your story. 
2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a 
time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from 
the experience? 
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? 
What was the outcome? 
4. Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a 
research query, an ethical dilemma — anything of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its 
significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others. 
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it 
captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? 
7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already written, one that responds to 
a different prompt, or one of your own design. 
 
2) Coalition Application: https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/. Used by UW and 
many other schools (list)  
Essay Prompts - Choose one (it’s often good to try out a few of them to see what’s best for you) 
1.Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or helped to 
shape it. 
2.Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater good was your 
focus. Discuss the challenges and rewards of making your contribution. 
3.Has there been a time when you’ve had a long-cherished or accepted belief challenged? How did you 
respond? How did the challenge affect your beliefs? 
4.What is the hardest part of being a student now? What’s the best part? What advice would you give a 
younger sibling or friend (assuming they would listen to you)? 
5.Submit an essay on a topic of your choice. 
 
3) Individual School Applications. Used by EWU, CWU, WSU, WWU, etc.  Find on the school 
admissions' page.N ot all schools use Coalition or Common App - if the school you’re looking at 
is not on these sites, they probably have their own application on their school admission 
website. Opening dates for those applications vary, but go, look for them, and bookmark them! 
  

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/our-members
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Let’s Keep Writing! - Personal Statement  
A personal statement is required by some colleges and some scholarships. More importantly, 
it’s a great way to see where you’re at: what is important to you? What inspires you 
academically? What makes you tick? If you write a personal statement now, you can use parts 
of it in cover letters for jobs, scholarship applications, and so much more. Be creative! (there are 
many examples online). Here’s what it is and isn’t:  
A personal statement is: 

● A picture. Your personal essay should produce a picture of you as a person, a student, a 
potential scholarship winner, and (looking into the future) a former scholarship recipient. 

● An invitation. The reader must be invited to get to know you, personally. Bridge the 
assumed distance of strangers. Make your reader welcome. 

● An indication of your priorities and judgment. What you choose to say in your statement 
tells the committee what your priorities are. What you say, and how you say it, is crucial.  

● A story, or more precisely, your story. Everyone has a story to tell, but we are not all 
natural storytellers. If you are like most people, your life lacks inherent drama. This is 
when serious self-reflection, conversation with friends, family, and mentors, and 
permission to be creative come in handy. 

A personal statement is not: 
● An academic paper with you as the subject. The papers you write for class are typically 

designed to interpret data, reflect research, analyze events or readings--all at some 
distance. We are taught to eliminate the "I" from our academic writing. In a personal 
statement your goal is to close the distance between you and the reader. You must 
engage on a different, more personal level than you have been trained to in high school.  

● A resume in narrative form. 
● An essay that reads like a resume of accomplishments and goals tells the reader nothing 

that they could not glean from the rest of the application. It reveals little about the 
candidate, and is a wasted opportunity. 

● A journal entry. While you may well draw on experiences or observations captured in 
your personal journal, your essay should not read like a diary. Share what is relevant, 
using these experiences to give a helpful context for your story. And include only what 
you are comfortable sharing--be prepared to discuss at an interview what you include. 

● A plea or justification for the scholarship. This is not an invitation to "make your case." 
Defending an assertion that you are more deserving of the scholarship than other 
candidates is a wasted effort-you've likely just accomplished the opposite. 

● Most importantly, a personal statement is authentic. Don't make the mistake of 
trying to guess what the committee is looking for, and don't write what you think 
they want to hear. They want to know you. 
 
TESTING IN A TIME OF COVID-19 
Honestly, no one knows what’s happening with ACT and SATs this year. If ACTs are 
on schedule, we will most likely offer them at Wa-Hi in October for all students for free. 
Otherwise, make sure you’re keeping an eye of the SAT and ACT websites to see 
when test dates happen. If you qualify for free/reduced lunch, your counselor can get 
you a fee waiver to offset testing fees. 

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/personal-statement-examples-for-college#F
https://www.loyola.edu/department/national-fellowships/resources/personal-statement
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.act.org/
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FINANCIAL AID: 
Both the WASFA and the FAFSA begin October 1st. We will be having evenings where representatives from WWCC, 
Whitman, and WWU will all be present to help with FAFSA and WASFA (Spanish translation will be available as well)

 


