
AP Language and Composition Summer Reading Assignment 
11th Grade AP English 

Teachers: Matt Shaw and Richard Moro 
mshaw@wwsp.org or rmoro@wwps.org 

 
AP Language and Composition is a college-level English course. This course requires students 
to become active critical readers of nonfiction and fiction texts written about a variety of topics 
and from numerous perspectives.   
 
Purpose of the summer assignment: 
Students should be prepared to read a variety of texts that provide perspectives, experiences 
and beliefs that may be different from their own.  
 
Summer assignment materials: 
1) Students will read the book Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer as our main, central text. 
 
2) In addition, students are required to read a set of relevant supplementary texts: 

● excerpt from Walden (“Conclusion”) – Henry David Thoreau 
● “Suffering Optional: Walking Into the Wild Is a Quest of Privilege” – Andrea Louie, 

The Huffington Post 
● excerpt from “Simulacra and simulation” – Jean Baudrillard  
● “Living Like Weasels” – Annie Dillard, Teaching a Stone to Talk 
● “A Piece of Chalk” – G. K. Chesterton 
● “The Woman Who Walked 10,000 Miles (No Exaggeration) in Three Years” – 

Elizabeth Weil, New York Times 
● “The Walking Cure: Talking to Cheryl Strayed About What Made Wild Work” – 

Kathryn Schulz, New York Magazine 
 

(.PDF files of Supplementary texts available on the AP Language and Composition Summer 
Work 2017 Google Classroom -- sign into chrome with your school gmail account, go to 
classroom.google.com --if this is your first time, you will have to choose “I’m a student”-- then 
click on the “+” icon in the top right corner, choose “join class,” and enter the code: k980t24.  
Email Mr. Shaw at mshaw@wwps.org with any problems.) 
 
Texts:  
You will need to print each of these texts for annotation. Plan ahead. If you don’t have internet 
access you may use the Wa-Hi library before the end of this school year or use your public 
library this summer. 
 
What to do: 
1) While reading Into the Wild, annotate thoroughly and carefully for the following essential 
question: 
 
“How do Krakauer’s language and organizational choices reveal his attitude 
toward Christopher McCandless?”  
 
If you are borrowing a copy of the text, you may annotate on sticky notes or paper/document, 
but you will need quotations and page numbers. 
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2) For each of the supplementary texts, consider the relevance to the book – annotate for 
specific connections between the text and Into the Wild.  
 
Texts: Enter into a conversation with the writer, keeping in mind the following essential 
questions – What is the author’s purpose for his/her audience, and what does he/she do? 
How do the ideas in this text inform or affect your thoughts on and understanding of Into 
the Wild? As you read the text, “talk” to the writer in the margins about this question and any 
other ideas or observations that come to mind in the process of reading. Ask questions, note 
connections to ideas in other texts, reflect on the major ideas presented, etc. Read the essays 
actively, focusing on the way they engage in academic discourse with each other. This means a 
pen and/or highlighter should be in your hand as you read. Simply highlighting or underlining 
is not annotating. Write notes in the margins to interact with the text. These interactions should 
be phrases and sentences, rarely single words. Students commonly ask how many annotations 
they should make. That is analogous to asking how many comments one should make in a 
conversation: if you are actively engaged in the act (in this case, reading and thinking), the 
number is irrelevant, because your interaction will be organic and complete. 
 
After you read each text, write a summary. Please write this summary on a sheet of lined paper 
or type it. Remember what you have learned about writing an effective summary.    
 
Be prepared with the following on the first day of school: 

● A thoroughly annotated copy of the book 
● Annotated copies of each text, including summaries 
● Any other relevant notes and information for a Socratic seminar 
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