
#BeyondWaHi - Whitman Enrichment, Susie and Ducky Pictures, T24 and more!   4-15-20 
 
Hi Juniors!  
I  hope you all had a great spring break. The kiddo I watch and I had many socially distanced adventures and art projects 
(ask me about how to press flowers in the microwave with hyper 7 year olds... it's a thing). I also missed you a lot and 
have stepped up my meme game today to make up for time apart. 

 
 
 
 
First, SusieDog wants to say hi: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next, I just want to normalize:  
 

(picture taken months ago... saved for the right meme... ) 
I am guessing the adrenaline of all this COVID-19 stuff has worn off for all of you 
like it has for me. Friday afternoon, my mindset went from "I got this" to feeling like I 
ran into a wall of emotions. Many of my friends and many of you who I've talked to 
are feeling the same. Please reach out if you need anything - you're not alone 
in this.  I'm here, your teachers are here, your counselors are here, your friends are 
here. We may not be able to meet in person, but we can meet. It just takes an email 
to get that started and feel less alone. Make sure you're doing what you need to do 
to feel better. For me, it was taking Saturday afternoon as a break from screens and 

just to be so I could recharge. We're all different, so make sure you do some soul searching (or brainstorm with friends) 
about what you need.  
 

 
 
Finally, my last meme advice is: 
Food, water, interactions, etc are all super important. Keep caring for yourselves.  
 
This email has information about Whitman Enrichment, Scholarships, and assistance for getting 
things done along with other resources :)  
 
Miss you all, 
Katharine 
 

 
Getting Stuff Done 

I know that many of you don't have the supplies you need to get things done. There is no reason that you can't 
get those things done, so here are some solutions to give you a hand: 

• PRINTING and MAILING THINGS - If you need to mail or print things, just email/text/call me and I'll come by 
your house and either pick up things you need to mail or drop off things you need printed. We will be 
practicing social distancing so we can do drop offs on the porch/in the mailbox or chat 6 feet away :)   

• SCANNING THINGS - There are some ways to scan things and send them:  
o iPhones - Go to the notes app. Make a new note and click the camera icon and go to the scan option. 

That will allow you to scan things into pdf format so you can send it to schools, employers, etc 
o Android - The best way to scan documents is through the Google Drive app, which comes pre-installed 

on pretty much every Android device these days. You can scan documents directly into Google Drive 
by tapping the “+” button in the lower-right corner of the home screen 

o Don't have any way to scan?  Email/call/text me and I can pick up what you need to scan from your front 
porch and email it to you. 

 

My Office Updates 

Don't forget about the google classroom. Under classwork, there are a ton of resources for you. 
   

https://classroom.google.com/c/NTUwMDQ4MzU4NzNa


 

Scholarships 

There are some scholarships I really recommend looking into:  

• https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/ - This scholarship gives you opportunities to earn money just while 
searching for colleges. It's awesome!  

• Washboard.org is Washington State's database for scholarships. Make a profile today!  

• If you're involved in a lot of community service in our valley, definitely look into lettering in community service!  If 
you do more than 145 hours between April 1st and March 31st, you'll get a varsity letter as well as 
scholarships, AND you can get this more than one year in a row!  

• If you signed up for College Bound in middle school, you will be receiving a Missing Information Letter in the 
mail. Please add your contact information and social security number if applicable and either send it back or 
email me and I'll come pick it up and turn it in for you.  

 

T-2-4 Schools 

Whitman Enrichment applications are available! Whitman Enrichment is a program that gives  students the opportunity 
to take one Whitman College course free of charge, per semester. The program is designed to enrich the educational 
opportunity of students by providing students access to courses that are not offered at Walla Walla High School. Students 
will receive college credit for successful completion of the course/s. For more information, please email Ms. Lujan 
at clujan@wwps.org. Applications are due to her by April 24th.   
  

The college admissions process for current year juniors (Class of 2021) is already being impacted by COVID 
conditions.  Here’s a quick summary of the changes so far. 
 

➢  SAT and ACT test dates. The College Board (SAT) and ACT organizations have cancelled April and May tests 
and are likely to cancel June tests.  Both organizations may offer extra testing dates through the summer and 
fall.  Keep track of SAT updates and ACT updates. 

➢  Test Optional Admissions. An increasing number of colleges are announcing they won’t require ACT or SAT 
tests for one or two admissions cycles (freshmen entering in September 2021 or spring 2022). UW has announced 
that it won’t require 2021 applicants to take the SAT or ACT, and both public universities in Oregon (University of 
Oregon and Oregon State) have announced they will adopt a “test optional” policy permanently.  Expect to see 
more colleges making temporary or permanent changes to their standardized testing policy over the next months. 

➢  What Does “Test Optional” Mean? Test optional means that schools may consider your test scores if you 
choose to share them, but will not require test scores for admission as long as students meet other admissions 
criteria and thresholds. Historically, students with high test scores have had an admissions advantage; this may 
still be the case, especially for selective colleges and majors, but students with a high GPA and strong 
extracurriculars who don’t do as well on standardized tests may have more opportunities under a test-optional 
policy. 

➢  AP tests. If  you are taking AP classes this year, keep track of AP test changes here and tune in daily for AP 
online classes. 

➢  Extracurricular activities.  If your extracurricular activities have been disrupted, consider what you can do to 
continue to demonstrate initiative and commitment to your interests during this work-from-home period.  For 
example, increase your self-directed skills training, join or start an online community to build or share skills and 
projects, start planning for additional summer opportunities, or learn more about your interest by watching 
videos or doing some extra online research with friends. 

➢  Teacher Recommendations. While Washington State universities do not request teacher recommendations for 
admission, other colleges may ask for recommendations.  Look for opportunities to stay fully engaged with your 
teachers from home, including seeking opportunities for additional study resources or projects. 

➢  GPA.  For better or worse, most students’ grades this semester will closely reflect the grades they were on track 
to receive when schools closed.  In light of this, colleges are likely to discount spring-semester grades, making 
your senior-year fall grades even more important. Make sure you are on track to perform your best in the fall!   

 

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/
http://washboard.org/
https://www.uwbluemt.org/varsityletter
mailto:clujan@wwps.org
https://pages.collegeboard.org/sat-covid-19-updates
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update
https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement
https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement


Also, if you're considering a T-2-4 school for a short-term trade certificate, associates, bachelors, or anything else, I really 
really recommend it. Our economy and job market are predicted to be really tough for high school graduates with no 
further education and going to school in some way in the fall may be the best thing for you and your family's financial 
well-being. There are lots of ways to make sure you can pay for it and I'm happy to help navigate that. 
 
Finally, I've been in touch with pretty much every T-2-4 school in the northwest to figure out what they're doing to 
accommodate for COVID-19 and how it can help you. If you have questions and want to get in touch with people who 
have answers, please let me know - I know things and I know people who know more things so we can get questions 
answered :) . Most schools are creating virtual tours and events - check them out on our google classroom or the 
school's website.  
 
EVENT OPPORTUNITY: Next week, many schools around the nation are doing a Virtual College Fair with educational 
sessions and other cool things!  Check it out at https://www.strivescan.com/virtual/ 

 
Summer Opportunities 

Here are a few opportunities for the summer that may still be happening:  

• St Mary's Medical Center Volunteer Program - Information is with me or on the google classroom or former 
emails 

• University of Idaho Summer Design Days June 24-27. Sign up by May 1 

Sources of Strength 

Andrew Sayers, the coordinator of the After-School program wants to create several videos for students with students to 
build their reliance and mental strength during this time. He is planning on weekly video challenges created by students 
from Wa-Hi, Lincoln, Garrison, and Pioneer.  Through a partnership with the Walla Walla County Health Department, we 
might be able to post these videos on local cable channels too!  This week's challenge is to have students pick a section 
of the Sources of Strength wheel and tell the camera why that topic is their source of strength.   Students can email their 
video to asayers@wwps.org or text the video to his school cell phone at 509-540-2330.  Here is the YouTube video 
explaining the challenge. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Be well and remember you're not alone in this... even though you can't cuddle like these ducks, you can be in touch and 

make sure you're... 
 
 
Katharine 
 
Katharine Curles 
Wa-Hi/SEATech Career & College Center  
kcurles@wwps.org, 509.526.8680, Book a meeting with me here 
I respond to the pronouns she/her/hers 
 

https://www.strivescan.com/virtual/
https://www.uidaho.edu/caa/highschool-events/design-days?utm_source=email_email-2b&utm_medium=email&utm_content=learn-more&utm_campaign=caa-design-days-2020
mailto:asayers@wwps.org
https://youtu.be/hZQ0bMC92q0
https://youtu.be/hZQ0bMC92q0
mailto:kcurles@wwps.org
https://kcurles.youcanbook.me/

