
 

#BeyondWaHi Distance Learning Week 5: 

 Weekly Zooms, college signing day, senior updates and Princess Bride Memes  4-29-20 
 

Hi Seniors! 

The fun theme of today's email is the Princess Bride. If you haven't watched it, I HIGHLY 
recommend doing that as soon as possible. It's a great 80s movie that can happily fill some of your 
quarantine time :)  

 
The serious theme of this email is to give you some updates, teach you a bit about banking, and let 
you know about some opportunities we have to connect!!!  
 
 

First of all, Connections! 

Mr Higgins and I had such a wonderful time zooming with many of you the past two days. I have missed you all soooo 
much! It seemed like you were enjoying it too so let's make our socializing more regular with Zoom meetings! I'll be on 
each call able to answer questions you have, talk about raising 5 ducks and 1 dog who don't get along, hear what is going 
on in your life, be silent so you can just chat with your friends, or anything in between. Here are the times I have planned 
(and can totally adjust if you'd like!) 

Mondays @ 11am - Seniors Only - https://zoom.us/j/95632100033 
Tuesdays @ 1pm - All School, Life Boat with the After School Program (hear 3 teachers argue why they should get the 
last seat on the life boat when the ship is sinking)  - Google Meet, get link from Andrew's emails :)  
Wednesdays @ 2pm - Seniors Only 

- https://zoom.us/j/98347482753?pwd=QllYYnBRb2pLNkdjNHhsK2FGUzJjQT09  (I'll start those today!) 

Thursdays @ 10am - Wa-Hi Family Check In (All School Invited)  https://zoom.us/j/98276960409 
Thursdays @ 3pm - Latino Club Google Meet https://meet.google.com/hjc-azfk-fek 
 
I would love to see y'all on those! 

 
Also, if you ever want to meet just with me, make an appointment by going to kcurles.youcanbook.me 
Miss you all, 
Katharine 

 
Here is my poorly photoshop project for the day... Just for you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(from a Vaccine) 
 

 

Senior Year 2.0... 
 
 
This is so hard. I feel for you all. As I said before, Mr Higgins and I had some great 
chats with y'all on Zoom. He's going to be emailing you all and sending out a 
survey regarding graduation. PLEASE FILL OUT THE SURVEY! (Look for his 
emails! - We all love hearing from Mr Higgins!) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/95632100033&sa=D&ust=1588604805139000&usg=AOvVaw04noe95cM0ORP8LuWMETjZ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/98347482753?pwd%3DQllYYnBRb2pLNkdjNHhsK2FGUzJjQT09&sa=D&ust=1588605443393000&usg=AOvVaw387OKAgO92Ll22B3mcBd96
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/98276960409&sa=D&ust=1588614337354000&usg=AOvVaw1mOVbFvlWJx9Y-CZ6hJucS
https://meet.google.com/hjc-azfk-fek
http://kcurles.youcanbook.me/


 
Take home points: 
- GRADING: The grading policy for the state is called "Do No Harm". We will not be giving out Fs this year. Your grade as of 
March 17th will be the minimum grade you can receive, as long as you still engage with your teachers. In other words, 
keep in communication, do your best, communicate your struggles and we will work with you! Don't go incognito. We care 
about you too much and your future is too important. Your March 17th grade will magically appear in Skyward as your 
Baseline in the near future. 
 
- SENIOR RECOGNITION AND AWARDS: We will still be doing as many senior recognition and awards things as possible 

virtually. Keep checking your email and snail mail for more information. 
 
- SENIOR CULMINATING PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS: Emails are coming from waculmprojects@wwps.org with 

information for you specifically.  If you didn't present before Quarantine hit, you have 3 options. 1) Present to Higgins, me, 
and anyone else you choose on Zoom/Google Meet. Email waculmprojects@wwps.org to find a time.  2) Send your slides 
to waculmprojects@wwps.org and we will look them over and pass you if you meet the requirements. 3) Say "I have toooo 
much happening" and simply fill out the survey at bit.ly/wahi2020survey. You no longer need to send in your Community 
Service form (but keep serving!). We want to hear from you on the survey or an email by May 8th.  
 
- YEARBOOKS, CAPS AND GOWNS, ETC - We're working on figuring out how to get all this to you once we have it 

(COVID-19 slows everything down...). Please stay tuned!  You will be able to buy yearbooks when we pick them up :)  
 
- GRADUATION: Mr Higgins survey will have lots of questions about graduation preferences. You will graduate June 5th 

at 7pm and we will do something safe depending on the status at the time. There is also a lot of room for additional ideas 
(fill out the survey please!) 
 
- AP TESTS - If taking the test is too much, you can email the ASB office (bbrown@wwps.org) to get reimbursed. Do that 

by Friday! 
 
Phew! Time for another random but awesome meme: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Getting Stuff Done 

Don't forget about the google classroom.  This week I released a survey about your future plans. Please be sure to fill it out!  
 
I know that many of you don't have the supplies you need to get things done (financial aid verification, 
applications, signed job forms, scholarships, etc). There is no reason that you can't get those things done, so here 
are some solutions to give you a hand: 

• PRINTING and MAILING THINGS - If you need to mail or print things, just email/text/call me and I'll come by your 
house and either pick up things you need to mail or drop off things you need printed. We will be practicing social 
distancing so we can do drop offs on the porch/in the mailbox or chat 6 feet away :)   

• SCANNING THINGS - There are some ways to scan things and send them:  
o iPhones - Go to the notes app. Make a new note and click the camera icon and go to the scan option. That will 

allow you to scan things into pdf format so you can send it to schools, employers, etc 
o Android - The best way to scan documents is through the Google Drive app, which comes pre-installed on 

pretty much every Android device these days. You can scan documents directly into Google Drive by 
tapping the “+” button in the lower-right corner of the home screen 

o Don't have any way to scan?  Email/call/text me and I can pick up what you need to scan from your front porch 
and email it to you. 

 
 

mailto:waculmprojects@wwps.org
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T-2-4 Schools 

College Signing Day (the day you tell colleges where you're attending) is traditionally May 1st. Due to COVID-19, some 
schools are allowing this to be delayed so check in with them for sure (or ask me...). When you decide on a school, you'll 
usually log into the portal and pay a deposit. If you can't pay that, please communicate with the school or me and we can 
brainstorm things to do.   
 
After you decide on a school, please consider emailing other schools where you were accepted and just say "I have 
decided to attend ____. Thank you for your help in this process!" They appreciate not having to send you more emails (and 
you will appreciate it too) 
 
WWCC 
WWCC is doing some informative seminars this week at 11:30 AM at wwcc.edu/become-a-warrior (via Zoom). For those 
unable to attend the live events, recorded sessions will be posted later on the same webpage. Participants can choose to 
enter to win a $500 scholarship from the WWCC Foundation. One entry per event attended may be submitted. Future 
events in the series will cover the different career pathways that students can pursue at Walla Walla Community College. 
We will let you know about those ASAP. 
  
For details about each session, see the attached .pdf, visit wwcc.edu/become-a-warrior - I'll be running Friday's panel and 
would LOVE to see you there! 
 

Scholarships 

Be sure to sign up for the Mary Garner Scholarship - this is open only to Wa-Hi seniors and 7 students will be selected: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmQgBMTdKNbm_T1Bsl5wKh2NGcl4M4sfeKhQHvocsLR227DQ/viewform?v
c=0&c=0&w=1     
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP - Apply now for the Career and Technical Scholarship provided by the 
Washington State Opportunity Scholarship program! The Career and Technical Scholarship (CTS) provides Washington 
state residents with $1,500 per quarter towards an eligible associate degree, certificate or apprenticeship in a trade, STEM 
or health care field. Funding can be used at any Washington state community or technical college and can be used to 
cover tuition, fees and other costs of attendance such as housing, transportation, food and more. The application closes 
June 4! Visit waopportunityscholarship.org to learn more. 
 
As always, I'm updating the list - bit.ly/wahilist. Check it out!  
  

Jobs 

Grain Growers is Hiring!  See attachment in e-mail:)  
 

ADULTING: Banking Terms 

A huge part of adulting is knowing what banks do, have and offer.  Here are a few basic terms!  
 
Savings accounts:  If you’re serious about that car, college education, or other major goals, put your money where your 
mouth is and feed it to a savings account. If you can, it's great to start putting 10% of every paycheck in savings. It will 
accumulate over time. There are lots of different interest rates and minimum balance rules so do your research :) 
 
Checking accounts: Unlike savings accounts, checking accounts are accessible at any time. And you can access it in 
various ways—by depositing checks, using a debit card, or using your bank’s Automated Teller Machine (ATM). It keeps 
your money safe while covering you in case your debit card gets stolen. The bank can deactivate it so someone else can’t 
use it at will. 
You’ll want to make sure your account has a healthy balance as most banks charge an overdraft fee for purchases that 
exceed your balance. Ask for overdraft protection, if applicable, but the best advice would be not to use your checking 
account for major purchases. 
 
Linking your checking and savings accounts together can help you avoid overdraft fees in some cases, and enables you to 
move money with freedom from one account to another. 

Money Market Accounts: Money Market Accounts (MMAs) and savings accounts function in similar ways. You deposit 
money into an account, you earn interest on that account. The biggest difference between the two is the fact that Money 
Market accounts earn significantly more in interest than traditional savings accounts.However, it’s important to note at this 
point that MMAs have a higher minimum balance requirement (often in the thousands) to earn the top APY. This puts 
MMAs out of reach for many younger customers. 
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Credit cards: When you don’t have cash, plastic seems like the way to go. But it’s far more than just a card. It holds your 
key towards taking the next step along the road to your financial destination.Having a credit card allows you to build credit 
so you can boost your chances of making significant purchases such a car or renting a new apartment. If you’re under 18, 
your best bet is to talk your parents or guardians into adding you as an authorized user on their card. Banks such as 
American Express and Discover have minimum age requirements of 15 for potential cardholders, while others such as Citi 
and Wells Fargo have no age limits. 
 
If you’re 18 and older, you can apply for a credit card without a parent or guardian’s assistance as long as you are making 
viable income. The Credit Card Act of 2009 requires all applicants under 21 to provide proof of income. Should you be out 
of a job, you can still acquire a secured credit card, which requires you to make a security deposit before you’re allowed to 
use it. That deposit acts as collateral for the credit card should you be unable to pay it off in time. You can also take on a 
co-signed account with your parent or guardian, but make sure to make your payments on time as late payments will affect 
their ratings just as much as yours. 
 
Credit cards are not “free money” as you might think. You are essentially borrowing money from the bank, which is why 
you should reserve your credit card for purchases you’re sure you can pay back. Credit cards have high APRs—which are 
basically the interest rate you pay on your balance.  

At the end of every month, you will receive a statement from the credit card company with your balance. From there, you 
have a grace period to pay the balance or else be charged interest or late fees. If you’re going to start using credit cards, 
get into the habit of paying them off in full and on time each month to avoid ever having to pay your APR. 
 
Credit cards do have the option to pay a “minimum payment”. However, we do not recommend you make minimum 
payments because it will mean you still incur interest charges and you’ll carry the balance over to the next month. 

 
In sum, PAY IT OFF and it will be a great tool :)  
 
Debt: Most people hear the word debt and associate feelings of dread and negativity with it. You never like to owe people; 
it just puts more pressure on you. There’s no such thing as ‘good’ debt right?  Well, there is.  

 
Some types of debt actually benefit you in the long run as they help improve your net worth and income-making ability. 
Whether it’s your college education, a small business that you own, or any short-term investments, these ventures show 
how fiscally responsible you can be. ‘Good’ debt allows you to buy what you need and deal with sudden emergencies. It 
can also land you a good career if you play your cards right. The U.S. Bureau Labor of Statistics stated in 2016 that full-
time workers over age 25 with only a high school diploma had a median weekly income of $679. For those with a 
bachelor’s degree, it’s $1,435. So don’t think taking out a student loan is a burden. It could actually ease one or two as long 
as you can pay it off. 
 
Bad debt, on the contrary, does not improve your net worth or generate additional income. It includes car loans or 
outstanding credit card balances. Failure to pay those will hurt your credit rating and could take a while for you to recover 
from. 

Bank statements: These statements help make life a little more comfortable, especially if you haven’t kept consistent 
records of your transactions. This statement is a printed record of your account balance, including detailed lists of deposits 
and withdrawals. It helps to go through these with your parents in case specific terminology strikes you as odd, but these 
statements are straightforward and are either issued by mail or online. 
 
In sum: Banking gives you a chance to make a lot, even when you don’t have a lot. Money can always grow over time. 
Once you have it saved in the right places, it’ll come in handy when you need it most. Armed with this knowledge, you will 
fire your way to wealth you never knew you could achieve. 

 

Miss you all, 
Katharine 
 
Katharine Curles 
Wa-Hi/SEATech Career & College Center  
kcurles@wwps.org, 509.526.8680, Book a meeting with me here 
I respond to the pronouns she/her/hers 
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