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Getting to Graduation:

Walla Walla High School

Class of 2012
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Approximately 820 
days from today . . .

Wa-Hi’s class of 
2012 graduates



4 Steps to Graduation
1.Earn the required number of credits
2.Complete a Culminating Project 
3.Craft a High School and Beyond Plan
4.Earn a Certificate of Academic   
Achievement (CAA) or Certificate of 
Individual Achievement (CIA), by 
passing the High School Proficiency 
Exam (HSPE) 
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Presentation Notes
Note to presenters: Districts are responsible for the guidelines for the Culminating Project, High School and Beyond Plan and for determining the minimum credits (as long as they match or go beyond the state minimums). Please note the number of credits students in your school/district must fulfill. You will be able to go into greater detail about those credits later in the presentation.

If you need guidance on implementing your Culminating Project or the High School & Beyond Plan, visit the State Board of Education Web site for guidelines: http://www.sbe.wa.gov/graduation.htm





Certificate of Academic 
Achievement (CAA)

• Helps ensure all WA students get a 
foundation of essential skills.

• The CAA signifies students have met 
statewide reading, writing and math
standards on the High School 
Proficiency Exam (HSPE) by the end of 
High School.
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Presentation Notes
Note to presenters: To date, no change has been made to the scores students need to earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement. Students must attain at least “Proficient” status on the WASL. You will need to monitor this expectation and inform your community should it change.  

How is the WASL scored? Students get two scores when they take the WASL: scale and level. The scale score is a raw number (e.g. 410). That score then places a student into one of four levels: Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Basic (Level 2) and Below Basic (Level 1). To pass the 10th-grade WASL and earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement, students must score 400 or better in each subject area and to get to level 3 or 4.  

Important to tell parents: The Certificate of Academic Achievement signifies a student has learned the skills and knowledge parents, educators and the public say are essential for all students to be successful in today’s world.




How does one earn a CAA?

• Receiving 400 (Level 3) or above on 
the READING HSPE.

• Receiving 17 (Level 3) or above on the 
WRITING HSPE.

• Receiving 400 (Level 3) or above on 
the MATH HSPE.

• Receiving 400 (Level 3) or above on 
the SCIENCE HSPE.
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Note to presenters: To date, no change has been made to the scores students need to earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement. Students must attain at least “Proficient” status on the WASL. You will need to monitor this expectation and inform your community should it change.  

How is the WASL scored? Students get two scores when they take the WASL: scale and level. The scale score is a raw number (e.g. 410). That score then places a student into one of four levels: Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Basic (Level 2) and Below Basic (Level 1). To pass the 10th-grade WASL and earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement, students must score 400 or better in each subject area and to get to level 3 or 4.  

Important to tell parents: The Certificate of Academic Achievement signifies a student has learned the skills and knowledge parents, educators and the public say are essential for all students to be successful in today’s world.




How does one earn a CAA?

• Reading and writing are graduation 
requirement for class of 2012. 

• If you don’t earn the passing scores in 
Reading and Writing, you will re-take 
the HSPE until you pass, including the 
August testing.
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Note to presenters: To date, no change has been made to the scores students need to earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement. Students must attain at least “Proficient” status on the WASL. You will need to monitor this expectation and inform your community should it change.  

How is the WASL scored? Students get two scores when they take the WASL: scale and level. The scale score is a raw number (e.g. 410). That score then places a student into one of four levels: Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Basic (Level 2) and Below Basic (Level 1). To pass the 10th-grade WASL and earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement, students must score 400 or better in each subject area and to get to level 3 or 4.  

Important to tell parents: The Certificate of Academic Achievement signifies a student has learned the skills and knowledge parents, educators and the public say are essential for all students to be successful in today’s world.




How does one earn a CAA?

• If you do not earn a passing score 
in MATH, you will have to earn 
TWO additional math credits after 
your 10th grade year.

• In other words, you will be taking 
math for FOUR years, and can’t fail 
any semesters.
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Note to presenters: To date, no change has been made to the scores students need to earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement. Students must attain at least “Proficient” status on the WASL. You will need to monitor this expectation and inform your community should it change.  

How is the WASL scored? Students get two scores when they take the WASL: scale and level. The scale score is a raw number (e.g. 410). That score then places a student into one of four levels: Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Basic (Level 2) and Below Basic (Level 1). To pass the 10th-grade WASL and earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement, students must score 400 or better in each subject area and to get to level 3 or 4.  

Important to tell parents: The Certificate of Academic Achievement signifies a student has learned the skills and knowledge parents, educators and the public say are essential for all students to be successful in today’s world.




How does one earn a CAA?

• Science HSPE is not a graduation 
requirement for the class of 2012. 
However, the scores will effect 
placement into various science courses.
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Note to presenters: To date, no change has been made to the scores students need to earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement. Students must attain at least “Proficient” status on the WASL. You will need to monitor this expectation and inform your community should it change.  

How is the WASL scored? Students get two scores when they take the WASL: scale and level. The scale score is a raw number (e.g. 410). That score then places a student into one of four levels: Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Basic (Level 2) and Below Basic (Level 1). To pass the 10th-grade WASL and earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement, students must score 400 or better in each subject area and to get to level 3 or 4.  

Important to tell parents: The Certificate of Academic Achievement signifies a student has learned the skills and knowledge parents, educators and the public say are essential for all students to be successful in today’s world.




Incentives to do well 
on the HSPE

1. Scores & Level noted on transcript.
2. Scholar’s Designation on transcript for 

students scoring at Level 4 in all tests 
on first testing opportunity.

3. Your HSPE scores will be considered for 
course placement for next year.

4.It’s a graduation requirement!
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Presentation Notes

How is the WASL scored?
Students get two scores: scale and level. The scale score is a raw number (e.g. 410). That score then places a students into one of four levels: Advanced (Level 4), Proficient (Level 3), Basic (Level 2) and Below Basic (Level 1). The goal is to get to level 3 or 4 – and “meet standard” – on each section of the WASL.

TRANSCRIPT: Starting with the class of 2006, WASL level and scale scores will be noted on a student’s permanent high school transcript, which is often looked at by colleges and employers. Beginning with the class of 2008, students will receive a Scholar’s designation for scoring a level four – the highest level – on their first attempt on the 10th-grade WASL – Scholar’s designation is given by subject. The transcript also will note if a student met the requirement through the WASL or the alternative, or if they earned the Certificate of Individual Achievement.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AND ADMISSIONS: The University of Washington is phasing in the use of WASL scores as a criteria in scholarships and admissions. Soon, all Washington’s public four-year colleges and universities may use the WASL as a factor in college and Running Start admissions, as well as scholarships. 

SCHOOL OR DISTRICT INCENTIVES: Your high school also may offer incentives for those who pass, such as English or math credits, off-campus lunch privileges or a party.



2010 HSPE Schedule

Tuesday, March 16
Reading HSPE

Wednesday, March 17
Writing HSPE I

Thursday, March 18
Writing HSPE II

Statewide 
Testing 

Schedule: 
Everyone takes 
the same test at 
the same time



2010 High School HSPE Schedule

Tuesday, April 13 

Math HSPE 

Thursday, April 15

Science HSPE

Statewide 
Testing 

Schedule: 
Everyone takes 
the same test at 
the same time



Testing Schedule

Testing Period 8:30 10:30

Period 1 10:35 11:05
Period 2 11:10 11:40

First Lunch “A”
(Academic Building & Academic Portables)

Lunch 11:45 12:15
Period 3 12:20 12:50

Second Lunch “B”
(Everyone else)

Period 3 11:45 12:15
Lunch 12:20 12:50

Period 4 12:55 1:25
Period 5 1:30 2:00
Period 6 2:05 2:35
Period 7 2:40 3:10



HSPE Details

• Testing time 8:30 AM – 10:30 AM each 
morning. 

• Testing location: Large Gym 
• Some of the students will be testing in 

classrooms. You will be notified by Monday, if 
you will test in the classroom.

• BE IN THE LARGE GYM BY 8:15 TO FIND 
YOUR SEAT.
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HSPE Details

• Even though Large Gym testing has been 
successful, not everyone can concentrate when 
there are 400 students testing in the same area.

• If you prefer to take the test in a classroom, in a 
smaller testing environment, stay after my 
presentation and let me know. I will assign you 
to a classroom.

• Do what is best for your testing style.



HSPE Details
• Even though designated testing time is 120 

minutes, HSPE tests are not timed.
• You should not intentionally try to miss the 

afternoon classes, however, you can take 
your time to do your BEST. 



HSPE Details

• Dress comfortably- in March, it could be 
chilly so consider bringing a sweatshirt.

• Dress smartly- you’re sitting in a chair & 
leaning forward – be wise & wear a long shirt 
and the backside covered.  

• Refrain from tapping pencils, feet, other 
disruptive sounds that could bother other 
testing students.



HSPE Details
• You may not visit with your table partners 

during the testing. 
• Cheating will cause your test be 

invalid.
• If you need to get a drink, use the 

restroom, or simply have a question, raise 
your hand and a teacher, who is assigned 
to your table, will quickly assist you.



No Electronic Devices

• Cell phones & pagers must be turned off & kept 
out of view during all testing sessions and 
breaks- Taking a cell phone out may result in 
invalidating your test.

• No use of Palms or PDAs. 
• No handheld gaming devices.
• No radios, CD Players or MP3 Players.  Not even 

when you’re done with a test.
UNPLUGGED & OFF FOR 2 HOURS



HSPE Details

• Bring at least two sharpened #2 pencils.
• Bring a personal reading book.
• Bring a calculator during Math & Science 

HSPE.
• You will not be able to do homework.
• You may bring a water bottle….no other 

beverages or food.



HSPE Make-Ups

• Make-ups are not offered, even if you 
have an excused absence (illness, for 
example), you will simply not receive a 
score.

• If you are absent for one of the days of 
Writing HSPE, you still will not receive a 
score.



Approximately 
820 days from 
today . . .

Wa-Hi’s class of 
2012 graduates
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