
#BeyondWaHi - Week 3 Distance Learning: Updates     4-13-20 
 
Hi Seniors - 
I hope you all had a great spring break. The kiddo I watch and I had many socially distanced adventures and art projects 
(ask me about how to press flowers in the microwave with hyper 7 year olds... it's a thing). I also missed you a lot and 
have stepped up my meme game today to make up for time apart. 

 
 
 
 
First, SusieDog wants to say hi: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next, I just want to normalize:  
 

(picture taken months ago... saved for the right meme... ) 
I am guessing the adrenaline of all this COVID-19 stuff has worn off for all of you 
like it has for me. Friday afternoon, my mindset went from "I got this" to feeling like I 
ran into a wall of emotions. Many of my friends and many of you who I've talked to 
are feeling the same. Please reach out if you need anything - you're not alone 
in this.  I'm here, your teachers are here, your counselors are here, your friends are 
here. We may not be able to meet in person, but we can meet. It just takes an email 
to get that started and feel less alone. Make sure you're doing what you need to do 
to feel better. For me, it was taking Saturday afternoon as a break from screens and 

just to be so I could recharge. We're all different, so make sure you do some soul searching (or brainstorm with friends) 
about what you need.  
 

 
 
Finally, my last meme advice is: 
Food, water, interactions, etc are all super important. Keep caring for yourselves.  
 
This email has information about Whitman Enrichment, Scholarships, and assistance for getting 
things done along with other resources :)  
 
Miss you all, 
Katharine 
 

 
FAQs about Things Involving School Closure 

Great job asking questions!  I have gotten lots of them from you and keep them coming - I am grateful to be in 
touch.  Because of spring break, we don't have many firm answers at this time but I wanted to share with you what I'm 
hearing as concerns and let you know that the office is working on finding answers: 

• GRADUATION - Lincoln, Wa-Hi and the school district are brainstorming how to do graduation in a way 
that is meaningful and safe for this strange time. Superintendent Smith recently said in an email, "in 
addition, both Principal Higgins and Principal Knauft are communicating with seniors and their families 
regarding outreach and planning related to graduation and other spring rituals." We will definitely keep 
you posted and you're definitely not alone with the frustration of the unknown. 

• CAPS AND GOWNS - Like graduation, the future of your need for caps and gowns is unknown. I spoke 
with our cap/gown provider, Jostens, and he said they are waiting to hear schools plans for graduation 
before they make any decisions about the ability to cancel orders. It may take a few weeks to get that 
all sorted out.  

• SENIOR PROJECT - The principals are meeting this week and I believe Mr Estes will be in touch to 
help you all figure out what the next steps are. We'll be sure to keep you posted! 

• YEARBOOKS - If you ordered a yearbook, we are still figuring out a safe way to disperse them when 
they are delivered. We aren't sure what that will look like, but we're working on it. If you still want to buy 
one, we will let you know the details of that as well.  



 

Getting Stuff Done 

I know that many of you don't have the supplies you need to get things done (financial aid verification, 
applications, signed job forms, scholarships, etc). There is no reason that you can't get those things done, so 
here are some solutions to give you a hand: 

• PRINTING and MAILING THINGS - If you need to mail or print things, just email/text/call me and I'll come by 
your house and either pick up things you need to mail or drop off things you need printed. We will be 
practicing social distancing so we can do drop offs on the porch/in the mailbox or chat 6 feet away :)   

• SCANNING THINGS - There are some ways to scan things and send them:  
o iPhones - Go to the notes app. Make a new note and click the camera icon and go to the scan option. 

That will allow you to scan things into pdf format so you can send it to schools, employers, etc 
o Android - The best way to scan documents is through the Google Drive app, which comes pre-installed 

on pretty much every Android device these days. You can scan documents directly into Google Drive 
by tapping the “+” button in the lower-right corner of the home screen 

o Don't have any way to scan?  Email/call/text me and I can pick up what you need to scan from your front 
porch and email it to you. 

My Office Updates 

Don't forget about the google classroom.  This week I released a survey about your future plans. Please be sure to fill it 
out! 
 

T-2-4 Schools 

I've been in touch with pretty much every T-2-4 school in the northwest to figure out what they're doing to 
accommodate for COVID-19 and how it can help you. If you have questions and want to get in touch with people who 
have answers, please let me know - I know things and I know people who know more things so we can get questions 
answered :) . We are all here to support you in this transition.  
  
Also, if you're considering a T-2-4 school for a short-term trade certificate, associates, bachelors, or anything else, I really 
really recommend it. Our economy and job market are predicted to be really tough for high school graduates with no 
further education and going to school in some way in the fall may be the best thing for you and your family's financial 
well-being. There are lots of ways to make sure you can pay for it and I'm happy to help navigate that. 
 
Finally, WWCC has a virtual tour and online chat! You will find it at this YouTube link 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYAnUBH6LTU&t=46s and the live chat feature on the website wwcc.edu, 
staffed remotely staffing from 8-5, M-F. Anyone who reaches out outside of business hours will be able to leave a 
message. 
 

Financial Aid 

I know Eastern Washington sent out a bunch of financial aid packages this week and other schools are releasing them 
as well. If you want help interpreting, book a meeting at kcurles.youcanbook.me and we can chat about it. 
 
Otterbot is a free texting service designed to help Washington high school seniors navigate financial aid for college and 
career education.  

• Students can access Otterbot via text message 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week by texting "Hi Otter" 
to 360-928-7281. 

• Otter sends periodic messages with financial aid information, resources, and deadlines.  

• Students can text Otter with questions about financial aid, college planning, and more. 

 
Katharine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://classroom.google.com/w/NTQ5NzM2NTEwNTNa/t/all
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYAnUBH6LTU&t=46s
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http://kcurles.youcanbook.me/
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Scholarships 

KIWANIS - I received this today: "this message is to let you know that because of school closures and exceptionally 
difficult demands on high school seniors, the committee is extending the deadline for submitting this year's scholarship 
applications to Wed., May 13. Applications are available at http://wallawallakiwanis.org/scholarship.html and can be 
emailed to us at the specified address or returned to The Career Center by that date."  I'm happy to print, pick up, or 
whatever you need to get this sent in. 
 
VARSITY LETTER IN COMMUNITY SERVICE - United Way does an annual awarding of community service varsity 
letters for people who do lots of service. If you think you may qualify, go to www.uwbluemt.org and click on the front rotor 
icon of hands to get the application. 
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP - The Career and Technical Scholarship is now open for Washington 
residents of any age planning to go to community or technical college on their path to a high-demand, family-wage career 
in the trades, STEM or health care. This scholarship offers $1,500 per quarter in scholarship funding for anyone planning 
to enter the workforce after earning their certificate, apprenticeship and associate degree. The scholarship can be used 
to cover tuition, fees and other costs of attendance like housing, transportation, food and more. The application closes on 
June 4 at 11:59 pm. Visit our website to learn more, then watch this video for tips about how to apply! Haga clic aquí 
para obtener más información en español. Questions? Katharine or awards@waopportunityscholarship.org. 
 
As always, I'm updating the list - bit.ly/wahilist. Check it out!  
  

Sources of Strength 

Andrew Sayers, the coordinator of the After-School program wants to create several videos for students with students to 
build their reliance and mental strength during this time. He is planning on weekly video challenges created by students 
from Wa-Hi, Lincoln, Garrison, and Pioneer.  Through a partnership with the Walla Walla County Health Department, we 
might be able to post these videos on local cable channels too!  This week's challenge is to have students pick a section 
of the Sources of Strength wheel and tell the camera why that topic is their source of strength.   Students can email their 
video to asayers@wwps.org or text the video to his school cell phone at 509-540-2330.  Here is the YouTube video 
explaining the challenge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Adulting: Basics of Laundry 

 
(Photo above is from my friends' laundry lesson when we lived in Guatemala and had to learn 
to do laundry there) 
 
Laundry is super important to know how to do because, you know, you don't want to smell. I 
know some of you do laundry all the time at home, and others don't. If you're in that second 
category, it's time to change that and this is for you!  Here is a slightly ridiculous yet informative 
video for you and here are written instructions I approve of :)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Be well and remember you're not alone in this... even though you can't cuddle like these ducks, you can be in touch and 

make sure you're... 
 
 
Katharine 
 
Katharine Curles 
Wa-Hi/SEATech Career & College Center  
kcurles@wwps.org, 509.526.8680, Book a meeting with me here 
I respond to the pronouns she/her/hers 
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